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SUBJ/2022 MEDICAL CORPS 151ST BIRTHDAY MESSAGE// Esteemed colleagues, On
behalf of all of Navy Medicine, I extend my sincerest and most heartfelt
congratulations to our Medical Corps as you celebrate your 151st birthday.
Since formalized as an official staff corps on March 3, 1871, the Medical
Corps has continued to adapt and develop with the times.  An excellent
example of such adaptability is seen by the evolution of our flight surgeon
community.
Nearly a hundred years ago - on April 29, 1922 - the Navy's first class of
flight surgeons graduated from the Army's School of Aviation Medicine in
Mitchell Field, NY.  Among them was LT Victor Armstrong, the first Chief of
the Aviation Medicine Division at the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery.  It is
no understatement to say Armstrong and his fellow pioneering Navy flight
surgeons founded the very field of naval Aviation Medicine.  Under their
watch, the first flight surgeons reported aboard carriers Langley, Lexington
and Saratoga; an aviation medical research program was developed; a separate
school for training Navy flight surgeons was established; and most
significantly, our Navy and Marine aviators were able to attain a new level
of care and readiness never before seen.  In World War II, Navy flight
surgeons were found on carriers and at forward operating air stations across
the Pacific, and it is perhaps no surprise they were among the most highly
decorated wartime physicians.
The same dedication and focus to duty so exemplified by our founding flights
surgeons can be seen throughout the Medical Corps today.  As part of
Operation Allies Welcome, Navy medical physicians helped oversee the medical
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screenings and acute care for some 100,000 Afghan partners.  Medical Corps
officers continue to provide lifesaving care at civilian hospitals and
clinics from Albuquerque, NM to Takoma Park, MD as part of our Defense
Support to Civilian Authorities COVID-19 teams.  And each day - whether on
ship or shore - the members of our Medical Corps are providing patient care,
mental health services, medical education and training, public health
services, conducting biomedical research and serving as leaders and mentors
throughout the Navy.  In short, they are Projecting Medical Power for Naval
Superiority!
To the 4,200+ Active Duty and Reserve Medical Corps Officers, I thank you
for your selfless service, your professionalism, and the sacrifice of you
and your families make each and every day.
I am proud to be your shipmate and it is my honor to serve with you as part
of One Navy Medicine.
Released by Rear Admiral Bruce Gillingham, Chief, Bureau of Medicine and
Surgery.// BT
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